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Baudelaire pretends to be enraptured in the pre-
sence of the final decay, which causes him deadly
shuddering. The cry of anguish of the author
of Meditations (7th, "Despair") mournfully sums
up the inmost sensations of all those wounded in
the battle of life.

What crime have we committed, to deserve to be
born?

And when we reflect upon the genesis of this
lamentation which, like the dominant melody in a
Wagnerian opera, goes through the literature and
the philosophy of these latter centuries, we dis-
cover in the first place a baleful heritage be-
queathed by the Christian religion, or rather by
all the religions united.

VI. Buddhism expresses a limitless pessimism.
It begins by denying the creative principle and
ends by condemning * life. All that it accepts
from the latter is its disappearance, its extinc-
tion, Nirvana. Death becomes the blessed and
ardently desired crown of existence. Our life is
filled with sorrows, and these result from long-
ing. Must longing then be debarred? Yet
how can this be done, while abandoning exis-
tence? Reflective minds need not wait for its
final disappearance to enjoy the delights of nonent-